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IJLM rccotds show that tlte Cactus Millsite hns not been previously recorded as a historic
sitc.
Sito filos at thc llivisiotr of Strle History also do not hnve the rnillsite regorded as a site. A
rsviow of bools, thcscs, joutnal articles, arrd pamphlets on rninernlization and rnirring history
o[ lhc Gold Hill area did not locatc any strrcifio informalion on tlrc Cnctus rnlvlllsite

'l'lte nrillsite location was vi.sually inspected by Doug Mclton (Archacologist) and Mike Ford
(Gcologist) otr I U20l96, The area aronnd the rnill sitc hatl been cleared of debris and new
colmlntctiott iu tltc fornr of building.s arrd setlling ponds was present. Adrlitionally, {he
currttttl opetalors wero expanding thc rnillsite and had inslalled a new crushcr atop thc mill.

llasctl on lhe tecent disturbancos and new constnrction, tho mitlsite uo longcr rctains intcgrity
of settittg or design. Based on tlrc lack of integrity, it is not recomrnsDded for listing on lhe
Nalionnl $cgistcr of Historic Places.

l$rvironmcntal Conseo uences:

(lulturel Resounces

Tlre (l',tctus Millsitc is not reconrmencled as eliglble for listing on the Nntional Register of
I-listotic Places. Base.d on the lack of eligible sites, BLM betleves the projcct wlll havc no
cffcct on historic properl,ies aud no ndditionnl cultural resourso evalualions a[ the C'aclus

Millsito are ncccssary.irr
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Altlrough I atn uot rccommenrling any additlonal work at thc millsito, the operator.s appe,ar to
brE in vlolntlon of Sectiorr I I0 (b) and (k) of thc National Historic Praservatior Act. Tlrosc
sccliotts dcnl with making tirnely stops to doqrmcnt historio popertias (sites that aro or mf,y
bc cligible for listing ott tho National Rcgistcr) ancl insuring that opcrators arc not
intcntiounlly tlestroying hisloric sitos in ordcr to avoicl dealing with the Scction 106 proccss.
Scction K drtal with the inlent, ancl in this case woukl bo hard to prove,

Gcltcrnlly, violations of the Naliorral Historic Prcscrvation Act (NHPA) are dealt with as civil
lllilltor rnther than critnitral orres- NHPA really has no crindnal ponalitics in it. Thc sivil
oosls, ltowcvcr, con bc quit high. It cost tlre Transcontinenlal Pipelirre Courpany of
Alabatttll l tnillott for fntluro to obscrve NHPA among otlror laws, AAfuid... of courso you
llflvo lo interest the US Attorncy's Office. It is unlikely that they would be overly corrconrecl,
Rut if lltoy conte to us for a ponnit again, you need to nmke them aware THEY CANNOT

AL'IUR HIS'r'ORIC SI1ES OR IF THEY DO, WE CAN DENY rHEM THEIR pERMI't' (So
theretIl),

Atltlitiotrally, Nirmbcr I oF your EA slips do not appear to be enforccablc sincc thcy trn vc
ahcady altcrcd thc millsite arrd surroundiug area.


